
July Meeting Date Changed 

The July meeting of 

IPMS Tidewater will begin at its 

regular meeting time , but on the 

second Friday of the month, July 

10th.  It will start at the normal 

time of 6:30 pm at the normal 

place, the Virginia Air and Space 

Center on Settlers Landing Road 

in downtown Hampton.  We will 

hold the meeting in our normal 

meeting space in the first floor 

media room.   

The meeting will begin 

with our usual business meeting, 

where we will cover upcoming 

events and contests.  One topic 

for discussion will be progress 

on converting the newsletter to 

an electronic format. 

We will then have our  

demo for the night.   This time, 

master modeler Chris Durden 

will show us how he is able to 

rescribe and restore detail to 

models after the basic assembly 

process is complete.  This is a 

skill that often means the differ-

ence between a contest winner 

and an also-ran. 

The regular  and show 

July 2009 

ónô tell is the next item on the 

agenda.  This is where you get to 

show off your latest masterpieces 

and recent award winners. 

Rafflemaster Scott Bregi 

has again replenished his stock of 

new kits, so he will be back with 

lots of new stuff and extra prizes.    

Finally, we move on to 

the olô pizza parlor for our 

monthly  meeting after the meet-

ing, where all the real business 

and the serious discussions take 

place.   

Donôt miss it. 

Modelerspalooza! 

www.ipmstidewater.org 

The 2009 Model Clas-

sic contest, now called 

ñModelerspaloozaò, was held at 

the Fairfax High School, in 

Fairfax, VA on Saturday, May 

30th.  A sizable contingent of 

IPMS Tidewater members 

braved the notorious DC traffic 

and made the three hour drive 

to cover themselves with glory 

and gorge themselves on offer-

ings from the many vendors. 

The contest venue 

was the same one used for all 

the recent contests, the cafe-

teria of the very large Fairfax 

High School.  This year, 

there were other attractions, 

such as reenactors (from a 

Roman Legion reenactment 

group, among others), vari-

ous craft displays and radio 

control model groups.  There 

were 29 vendors with 70 ta-

bles, who overflowed the 

cafeteria and were set up 

along two hallways.  They 

were so crowded together it 

was almost impossible to 

walk between them ï or 

away from them without 

spending money. 

In spite of the new 

format and additional attrac-

tions, the contest did not 

draw a record number of 
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entrants, but the walk-in crowd seemed very 

large.  The quality of the models on the table 

was outstanding, as usual.  The 15 or so 

Tidewater modelers who made the trip (and 

entered the contest) did very well.  The 33 

trophies, including one ñbest ofò award and 

Best of Show, compares favorably with last 

yearôs total of 23 trophies, including two 

ñBest ofò awards, and is equal to the 33 

awards (no ñBest ofò trophies) at the 2007 

contest.   

 

Category Place Name  Model 
Biplanes  1 Kelly  Nakajima  

        Type 90 

1/72 SE Prop, US 

   3/OOB Kelly  A-17A 

1/72 SE Prop, Other 

   3 Brickhouse  Zero 

   2 Jean    Il -2 

   1 Bregi   A6M2 

1/48 SE prop, Inline 

   3 Brickhouse  Ki -61 

1/48 SE prop, Radial 

   3 Ritger   Fw 190 

   2 Jean    SB2U 

 

1/72 ME prop 2 Jean    E-2C 

   1 Brickhouse  Ki -109 

1/48 ME prop 2 Brickhouse  Hs 129 

1/72 SE Jet OOB Kelly  MiG-15UTI 

   3 Bregi   NF-16D 

   2 Brickhouse  F-100 

   1 Jean    F-105 

1/48 SE jet 1 Jean    J-35 

1/72 ME Jet 1 Bregi   Su-15 

Rotary Wing 3/OOB Kelly  Ka-15 

1/144 Military 1 Jean    C-47 

Commercial 3 Kelly  Constellation 

   1 Jean    DC-3 

Vacuforms 1 Kelly   Learjet 

1/35 WWII AFV 

   1 Bregi   Jadgpanther 

1/35 Softskin, Axis  

   3 Durden   SdKfz 222 

   2 Bregi   Motorcycle 

1/350 ships 2 Kluge   Mutsu 

   1 Durden    Schnellboot 

1/24 Autos, Stock  

   1 Bregi   Firebird 

Collections 1 Ritger   Bf 109s 

Best Ship  Durden  Schnellboot 

Best of Show  Durden  Schnellboot 

 

 

A New Gem from Hasegawa 
 

Kit Review 

1/72 Hasgawa Grumman E-2C 

By Chip Jean 

 

Part 2 
 
Tail Assembly 

This is one of the more complex assemblies 

youôll find sitting on the back of any aircraft, but as-

sembly of the 10 pieces was no problem. 

 

Radome & Pedestal 

The radome is in 2 pieces, split horizontally 

and the parts fit well.  As long as you remember to put 

the little black grommets inside before you glue them 

together, the radome will be removable on the finished 

model.  Be careful when painting the radome because 

the painting instructions have the top and bottom re-

versed.  The pedestal comprises 5 parts, with the fit 

being ok.  While youôre working on the pedestal, the 

thought going through your mind will be, ñUh oh, are 

all 7 of the legs on this thing gonna touch the fuselage 

like theyôre supposed to?ò  Youôll find out later. 
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AIRFRAME ASSEMBLY  
 Now itôs time to bring those subassemblies to-

gether, (see picture 5) and thereôs not much to tell.  

Wing to fuselage seams took a just a little bit of work, 

but nothing serious.  On the top, the joints fall on what 

look like natural seams, so clean up is minimal.  The 

bottom wing to fuselage joints left small gaps that I 

filled with Elmerôs white glue.  Apply it, wipe off the 

excess with a wet Q-Tip, and thatôs it.  The horizontal 

stabilizer was a perfect fit; no filler or sanding neces-

sary. 

 The canopy has separate bulged side windows.  

Iôm assuming theyôre separate because of the bulging, 

mak- ing it 

im-

possible or at least extremely difficult to mold the can-

opy as one piece. Whatever the reason, the fit is good, 

as is the fit of the canopy to the fuselage and the fit of 

the nose cone to the fuselage. 

 What about that radome pedestal?  Are all seven 

legs of that thing gonna touch the fuselage like theyôre 

supposed to?  No problem.  All seven legs fit exactly 

where they were supposed to, needing just a little Mr. 

Surfacer to blend them in.  A tip: make sure you glue 

the pedestal down good; it makes a great handle.  I 

donôt need to remind you not to install the radome yet, 

right? 

 

PAINTING AND MARKINGS  
 The light gull gray and white paint scheme is 

deceptively time-consuming because of all the mask-

ing you have to do.  Deicing boots on the wings AND 

the horizontal stabs AND the vertical stabsé..all four 

of óemé have to be masked off and painted black.  

There is no decal for the antiglare panel so that has to 

be masked and painted. Fortunately, thereôs a match-

ing panel line for that, so burnish down some tape, cut, 

peel, and youôre set. There are bare metal areas at the 

front and back of the engine nacelles. And donôt forget 

the white on the upper control surfaces. I forgot the 

white on the elevators until after the decals were on, so 

I had to do some careful masking to take care of that.  

If youôre leaving your flaps down, thereôs the red areas 

on the flaps and wings to mask off.  Another challenge 

was the black ring around the edges of the radome. It 

doesnôt fall on a panel line so I got out my rarely used 

circle cutter compass and cut several large circles out 

of frisket paper.  

 Decals are typical Hasegawa; colorful, very 

nicely printed, and while appearing thick on the paper, 

they seem to thin down when applied.  You get the 

extensive walkways as decals.  The wing and fuse-

lage walkway decals fit perfectly, but the ones for the 

horizontal stab were too long, running up a little on 

the vertical stabs.  The red/white/red stripes for the 

prop ends are provided as decals but theyôre a little 

undersized; youôre better off painting them. There are 

a lot of stencils, so be prepared for a prolonged decal-

ing session if you choose to use them all.  In the end, 

the decals all went down well with no silvering and 

none of that wrinkling which Hasegawa decals are 

prone to do, in my experience.  I did have one experi-

ence with the decals that Iôve never seen before.  The 

decal paper from one part of the sheet bled blue dye 

when it got wet leaving blue streaks on the model.  

The streaks wiped off easily enough with a wet rag, 

but itôs something Iôve never seen before. 

 

FINAL ASSEMBLY  
 And now for the fiddly bits, and there are 

bunches of óem.  Starting with the bottom, each main 

landing gear leg is made up of 7 pieces, and thatôs not 

counting the wheels, which have separate hubs (a 

nice touch). By the way, the main wheels are slightly 

flattened, so keep that in mind when you attach them.  

You have 11 landing gear doors and a pant load of 

antennas.  Pay attention to the antennas on the bottom 

of the fuselage because youôll use different parts de-

pending on the specific aircraft you chose.  By the 

time youôre done, the bottom of the fuselage has so 

many antennas, it looks like an iguanaôs back.    

Flip it over and you have about a dozen little 

fiddly bits to add on top. The kit instructions make no 

mention and shows no diagrams of antenna lead 

wires.  If you want to add them, the origin points of 

the wires are molded onto the kit so all you need are 

reference photos.  I added them using EZ-Line.   

Pop the props and the radome in place, and 

thereôs a completed 1/72nd scale E-2C, as you can see 

in the last picture. 

 

CONCLUSION  
 This is  not a ñShake ón Paintò kit (I like that 

better than Shake ónô Bake).  Thereôs the insert issue, 

a few fit problems with the nacelles, and all those tiny 

pieces.  But other than that, fit is good and detail is 

very good, in part because of all those tiny pieces.  

This is an excellent kit and I recommend it.  Iôve 

never built the Fujimi kit and have never even seen it 

in the box, so I canôt make a direct comparison be-

tween the two, but the Hasegawa kit is good enough 

that I canôt imagine the 30+ year old Fujimi is nearly 

as good. 

Picture 5 
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Chapter Meeting           Jul 10 

HRSM Meeting     Jul 17 

2009 Virginia Shoot-Out   Jul 18 

 Roanoke, VA 

Chapter Meeting     Aug 7 

IPMS/USA National Convention    Aug 19-22 

 Columbus, OH 

HRSM Meeting     Aug 21 

Region 2 Convention    Oct 16-17 

 Runnemede, NJ  

TAMS Contest     Oct 24 

 

President    Gary Griffith 

 Phone:     220-1343 

 e-mail:     gary.griffith@dla.mil 

1st Vice President  Tom Jett  

 Phone:    766-0950 

 e-mail:    tjettsetter@aol.com 

2nd Vice President  Tom Jett  

 Phone:   766-0950 

 e-mail:     tjettsetter@aol.com 

Secretary/Treasurer John Kelly 

 Phone:     867-7801 

 email:     jpkelly18081@cox.net 

Chapter Contact  Bill Brickhouse 

 Phone:    596-6876 

 email:    billbipms478@aol.com 

 

Club Officers Coming Events 

 

 

Accuracy? I donôt know.  The measurements 

I took before construction (see my In-Box-Review) 

came out pretty close.  I looked at a bunch of pictures 

of E-2Cs and nothing jumped out at me as being 

wrong, so take that for what itôs worth.  If youôre a 

Hawkeye purist, you may see something you donôt 

like, but for an old model bum like me, it looks like a 

Hawkeye. 

Many thanks to HobbyLink Japan, http://

www.hlj.com/   for this review sample.  This kit can 

be found on their website for approximately $37.00 

(varies with the exchange rate) plus shipping, but as 

always, please try to support your local hobby shop. 


